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PREFACE. 


, As many wiſh for ſome previous informa 


* 


tion when an extraordinary ſubject comes 


be fore them, it will not be improper to pre- 


miſe.—The public papers firſt noticed the 
prodigies of Italy, but in ſo ludicrous a ſhape, 
as to. deſerve ſcarce any attention, Not 
long aſter ſeveral letters came to hand from 
that quarter. Their nat authenticity 


foon unveiled the firſt vague reports; and the 


A 3 Well. 
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well-known reſpedtabiliiy of the writers eſta— 
bliſhed not only the exiſtence, but the con- 
tinuance of Miraculous Events. Their ſin— 
gularity, variety, multiplicity and extent have 
altoniſhed the world, and will make this pre- 
ſent year long memorable to poſterity. They 
began at Ancona the 25th of june, at Rome 
the gth af July, and extended after to feveral 
other parts of Italy. 

Whenever God is pleaſed to peak in ſigns 
and wonders, it is not for man to be ſilent. 
Kecordingly ſome few of the authentic Letters 
were preſented to the Public firſt in French, 
locn after more in an Engliſh Edition from 
the ſame Preſs this comes forth. The total 
filence of public ridicule and obloquy aſter, 


implied not a little their merit, at leaſt ſome 


weight 


1 , * ” 


{vat} 
weight of conviftion or ſatisfation, In fag 
none thought themlelves as yet qualified to 
queſtion fads fo unanimouſly ſupported. Or 
if ever fo inclinable to ſtep forth; Prudence 
whiſpered in the ear—Forbear til} ſomething 
equal in weight and authority to the given can 
be produced. But the Rev. Joſeph Bering. 
ton (whom unfortunately, but wrongly, ſome 


have ſuppoſed to be the Biſhop, or Vicar 
Apoſtolic of the Middle Diſtrict) has thought 


otherwiſe.----Impatient of delay, and dil- 
daining common forms, he has precipitated 
himſelf upon the public by venting ever ſo 
much ſpleen on his fancied abſurdity of the 
events and their relators, without diſcerning 


his own between at full length. 


(ii) 
Had he even choſen the more prudent 
part by waiting a decent time for every requi— 
lite information, it would avail him now much 


leſs. Proofs are multiplying around in con- 


firmation of the miraculous events. Not on- 


ly Italy, but Germany, Spain, England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, &c. have heard thereof, and can * 
ſhow their records. How ſtrangely then bas | 
the reverend critical examiner erred in ſpeak= 
ing ſo flightly and pitifully as he bas done, on 
the perſonal authority of the reſpeQable 
Canon and formerly Vicar-General of Lyons q 
whoſe firſt and foremoſt letter on the ſubject 
is the moſt minute and circumſpect in every _ 
detail beyond all. What then mult be its 
weight after ſuch an acceſſion of ian | 


and clouds of witneſſes to cover it around! 


Perhaps 


Perhaps the Canon's ſecond letter, received 
ſince, may teach a better criticiſm to ſecond 
thoughts. Among other particulars the Ca- 
non {lates not only the duration of the miras» 
cles at Ancona for three months, but their 
continuation ſtill; and as like to continue, 
he ſays to all the incredulous wherever 
Come and ſee. Who can deſire a fairer 
challenge or experiment? The modern proud 
philoſopher may go there, if he pleaſes, with 
the ſpirit of Saul; but what wonder, if be 
returns like another Paul! Many, it is well 
known, of the moſt profligate there before, 
have been convinced by what they ſaw, have 
done penance and given glory to God. 

While ſuch and more to be noticed bleſ- 
ſings flow to mankind; can it be a matter of 


wonder, 


(x ) 


wonder, if the letters on the miraculous events 


are high in reque!t? Such indeed! and fo 


rapid has been the demand, that a third edi- 
tion was found neceſſary to gratiſy the public. 
Ever ſo many more letters, a: d more again 
might have been added, but the laſt letter in 
it was thuught equal to many; and as it is 


the ſhorteſt, is only here meant for the be— 


nefit of ſuch, who may bave ſeen none hi- 


therto, 


Extiratt 
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Extra of a Letter from Signore Abbate Luigi 


Fabi, Keeper of the Decretal Archives, to his 
Holineſs. 


Rome, 27th Aug. 1796. 

We have had here inceſſant prayers: and 

the wonders wrought by the Virgin in her 
pitures are inconteſtable, of which ſeveral 
have opened, and moved their eyes. And I 
have more than once ſeen it myſelf in ſuch a 

| manner, that it is impoſſible for me to be de- 
ceived, and with me ſeveral thouſand perſons 


ſaw it. 


4 
: 


: eſpecially when he has given birth unto all. 


4 


| Tur Author of the Examination cannot 
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blame any reflettions I have to make, and 


When again he ſent me a /pecral notice of his 
intended performance, it certainly was his 
wiſh to know my free thoughts after on its 
appearance; or he had with-held ſuch kind- 
neſs. It will be but juſtice alſo, and due to 
ever ſo many, to lay the ſame free thoughts 
before the Public. The Public at large is, 
and ever will be, moſt intereſted to know the 
many artful ways often and too ſucceſsfully 


B prattiſed 


1 


practiſed on mankind. It has heard hitherto 
but one fide of the queſtion. The plaintiff 
has ſtood forth forty days, as Goliah : and 
none to oppoſe him. But happily in this land, 
till the whole can be fully ſtated, or is caller 
for, no judgment can. be ſuffered to paſs. If 
then it can be made plain, that the author, 
that the man, who knows better, who has 
taught and been taught better things, that he, 
J mean, has dealt unfairly with the Public, 
not in one, but in every material charge ad- 
duced ; if he, who is the Prieſt (with tears I 
utter it) of God, if he has fabricated his owa 
inventions for the moſt part, and palmed them 
after on innumerable foreigner: of every claſs, 
as their own, to traduce them more; if he, 
who heretofore vilified ſo much his own bre— 
thren at home (witneſs hrs Slate and Behaviour 
of Engli//i Catholics) ; now vilifies far beyond 
the characters of ſo many more abroad with- 
out cauſe; if all this comes forth in his writ— 
ings, there can be no doubt of a happy iſſue. 
And you, my worthy countrymen! you who 
make no diſtinction of perſons, but give equal 
chance or advantage to every culvrit, high 


or 


itherto | ( 8 ) p 
aintiſf For low; you, whoſe voice, by judge and jury, 
and e to lenity beyond all nations: if thus 
land, vou deal, not to bear too hard on the vorſt 


alle ſide; what will you not do on the other to 
ms ſprotett the innocent and reſpectable, when 


thor, f * injured here ? 


has i Fortunately for the cauſe I eſpouſe, the 
he, © ſubjea in queſtion can never be miſtaken. 
blic, ' Itfiands perfettly defined in the author's utle. 
ad. -& 3 has'only to do with the author on'one part, 


and with the credibility of the Jetter-wruers, 


rs I | 
Wa the reality and nature of the events, lo far as 
em related, on the other part. It is to decide It 


afh. he alone is to be believed before all, and in 


He the face of ſo much reſpeaable, though pri- 
"RY vate, teſtimony. It excludes of courle all, 
15 that oficial intelligence, or ſanction from 
id higher authority, may fay. In fact none is 
h. claimed as fuch here on cither ſide. Matters 
of fat are never the leſs true, but equally 
; ' Tuch, let whatever authority accede or not 
5 accede. It may make them more known or 
] certain, but can never give them truth, no 
: more than exiſtence, If then the fads 22 


to have happened in Italy were not real, 
B 2 Ns 
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miraculous, as related; or if the letters there. 
on, as well as their writers, were inadmiſſible, 
it was for him to prove it. How miſerably he 
has executed his own plan; or deviated from 
it by recurring to other matter that makes 
much leſs for his purpoſe, remains now for 
me to ſhow. | 
What then were his reſources? It appears 
by his own confeſſion, that he had none, till 
he ſaw in print the Miraculous Events, eftabliſhe 
ed by authentic letters from Ttaly. Plain alſo 
he neither had nor poſſibly {could have any 
other from that diſtant quarter. It is too 
plain, in fine, that amidit ſo much fincerity, 
confiſtency & piety in the relations, there was 
ſomething that galled him moſt ſorely. Why 
elſe firſt and all at once does he break out in- 
to abuſes and ſcurrilities? It is ever the mark 
of a weak or bad cauſe. Why elſe again, 
and moſtly throughout is the mode of his at- 
tack confined to ſuppoſitions, ſurmiſes and 
his own bare affertions? Such conduct may 
impoſe for a while on the ignorant, but un- 
maſks itſelf after, and without arguments be- 
comes itſelf anſwerable for every charge, it 
labours 


658 


1h ours ſo. much, but in vain, to fix upon o- 


0 then 1 rs. Fot what leſs do the author's ſurmiſes, 
miſſible, Ind accuſations imply thay a fraud pervading 
ably be he whole account, and molt ſhamefully kept 


d from mp 7 The charge is geveral in its tendency: 
make; againſt all, more or leſs in ſome ſhape or o- 
Ow or her concurring. From the lowelt to the 
higheſt not one is ſpared, But happily, all 
Ppears "he while not one ſingle proof appears io im- 
e, til} © pugn the exiſtence of che fatts ; not ſo. much 
bliſhe . 1 as one fingle foreign letter is brought forth 
1 alſo. do counteratt the produced, or even a ſingle 
> any | witneſs named to overturn. the eapdour, the 
| too , Ynanimily and charatters of the relators. 
rity, | ad his attempts been diteſted to any of theſe 
was ' Points, ſomething of argument might be ex 
Vhy | pefted; but as they are not, it will be fair to 
in. - fer, that the Rev. Mr. Berington either for“ 
ark a got the matter of debate, or durſt not face it 
openly and diredly. 


F 

* F So far from it, he renounees the ſubſtance 

ng bor the ſhadow: he paſles off ludicrous econ 

ay ceiis fos arguments, and for the molt part 
prefers the fertility of his own inventions, or 


a variety of other extraneous matter to achoſe 
B 3 found! 


C 
BY: ſound reaſoning on the reality of the* faq 
+ MSL or on the <redibility of the vobchers. A ma 
with his prètenſions to knowledge never es 
be ignorant, that the Public has a right ti 
ſubſtantial proofs, when a charge of Fraud i 
pteferred; but more eſpecially; when an 
nounced / general. Why then did he not 
provide ac proofs bf he impoſtiire? Wh 
didi he not forecaſt, or delay till ſome letters, 
equal at leaſt to the conteſted in weight and 
A authority, came from abroad? Nothing could 

| be:more natural or obvious. Correſpondenice 
vas equally open, and alike to all. And a- 
mong his connexions here there are not want- 
mg who aRQually correſpond with Rome 
already enough to eſpouſe the above charge 
could'they be as ſure thus to prove it. In- 
ſtead of purſuing this line and only ſatisfac- 
tory means, he leads us on further to his owr 
home-ſpun proofs; and thinks he has don 
much by telling us in general the eye-ſigh 
es liable to err“ then ſuppokhng {ome fey 
caſes, and after aſſuring vs © the fight is pe 
* culiarly inſt ructive and comprehenſive” al 
of a ſudden pronounces *{.the-faght, of all thi 
| ee {enſcs 


he* fas! 
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« "fenfis, moſt able to be deecived®” p. 11. 
Such, and no other, my worthy countrymen! 
at Yd fabric of lis viſion, on which 
| Wave you conclude that att the 
&bncerncd were in fome of his 
fra Ke. a 

Did ever man or chriſtian make fuch a 
concluſion before? What! will all the en- 
lightened of this age, the zealous lovers of 
experimental philoſophy, will they ſuffer 
greateſt and moſt convincing fupport to be 
called the weakeſt? Or are we to doubt of 
the preſence of objetts and their effetts, 
though under immediate inſpettiun ? So ſays 
Mr. Berington, who knows more than all. 
Are not the miracles of Chriſt, and in parti- 
cular of bis refurre&tion, better atteſted, and 
more forcibly tranſmitted to us by eye-wit- 
neſſes, than by any other means? Moſt cer. 
tainly they are. But Mr. Berington argues 
otherwiſe, and ſo did the unbelieving Jews. 
More wonderful to find him reckoning leſs 
after on the teſlimony of the © Theologian 
« Bonomn,”” becauſe he did not fee; leſs a- 
gain on the © Phlegmatic Robert Smelt,” 


becauſe 


N 8. ) 


becauſe aſier refting, as the former, bis firr 
aſſent to the miracles wrought in various 
places on the undoubted veracity;ah abe, 
ſpettable, he ſpeaks with more, ele 
dence on what he ſaw. What ol 
the ** TI” Berington f, ho, could 
declare“ had I been (preſent) when the 
reported prodigies were performed, and. 
* all my ſenſes with the cleareſt evidence, 
* had atteſted their reality, I muſt have re- 
« jetted it.“ p. 27. But on what plea? on 
the fame and no better (as will be ſhewn), 
than that on which the Jews denied Carilt. 
Theſe are but a ſample of his inconſiſtencies. 
Such however is the foundation, on which he 
thinks to triumph! Such the premiſes from 
which he ſqueezes out this forced coneluſion 
on all: “it is CERTAIN they were de- 
« ceived.” p. 10. 

But will this do for the public? By no 
means. It will reply, — Think not, Sir! we 
can be duped by mere aſſertions. An Eng- 
lich jury requires ſomething moze. To ſay, 
that every eye was wrong, and that yours is 
right, would be to give too much credit to 
l your 


+ 


your word, But what can reaſon do? Deaf 
tauher remonſtrance, he ruſhes on to make a 
We, charge. They were more and worfe 
than deceived. How many paragraphs are 
diſgraced for this purpoſe with his foul aſper- 
fons! Here at an immenſe diftance bis occult 
ſcience can tell us the thoughts of thouſands, 
their ruling motives and paſſions—nay, with- 
out a fingle voucher, can decide on their 
whole conduct better than all vouchers on 
the ſpot. Thus begging the queſtion, he de- 
clares, Their devotion, we may be allowed 4. 
« think, was a {uperſtitious veneration,”” P. 12. 
„Rather, as the appearance accorded with 
* their wiſhes, they would encourage the il- 
% lufon.” P. 14. What! his own fancies, 

and beggarly thoughts to be allowed to ſtand 

againſt poſitive and the moſt ſpecific teſtimo- 


ny! A child never reaſoned worſe, Then 
wY comes his magic wand to turn the holieſt 
* practices of religion, ſuch as repentance, re- 
7 conciliation, and the moſt edify ing and gene- 
Hog ral returns unto God, like Niniveh, into a 
10 mere political farce. What muſt be the evil 
ur 


of that tongue, which, Ie /as ſole word, has no 
mercy, 


( 16 )) 
mercy, but ſtigmatizes all without diſtinction 
When proceſſions wich their impoſing pa 
* geantry began, and the ecclehaſtical chaj 
* ters, religious communities, corporations 
« confraternities, the nobility and the magi 
* {trates, mixing with the croud, gave the11 
* countenance to the popular belief.“ P. 15 
Were I to add the ſtill baſer imputations 6 
his own creation againſt them, and in parti. 
cular againft the Cardinal Archbiſhop of An- 
cona, his Vicar-General, and the ſpecral wit— 
1cfles ſummoned expreſsly by their order on 
the ſolemn occaſion, it would be loathfomt 
to the more refined and generous minds of 
Britons. Scoffers and libertines, I know 
well, will applaud him, and are never mort 
pleaſed than when the pratlices of religious 
worſhip and its teachers are 7hus held forth 
in contempt or deriſion. The apoſtate Bi— 
ſhop of Autun, the iconoclalt hand of a Go- 
bet will ſubſcribe to the whole: thus they 
taught and prattiſed till religion had no lon- 
ger footing, The French Direttory may now 
lay; What a pity we had not his counſcls 
before! or that he was not the carrier of ou! 


late 
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eyes, but do not ſee; nor underſtand, that all 


Pope. 


(ww ) 


late categorical demands on his Holineſs, the 


His reaſonings and oratory would 


effect more than our victorious arms: he can 


Z beſt aſſure his Holineſs that his ſubje&s have 


Tations, . 


the late piety of Rome, Ancona, &c. their 
extraordinary penances and reforms, their 
outward ſplendour, and the exteriors of reli- 
gious worſhip, are all grimace, mockery, im- 
poſture, mummery for the moſt part, or“ an 
« impoſing pageantry,” and that therefore it 
would be more becoming to transfer all pro— 
perty, ſo idly devoted hitherto, rather into 
the hands of his good and belt friend, the 
French republic.—I do not ſay, he has made 
this concluſion : but I can ſafely affirm that 
his falſe aſſertions or premiſes lead as much 


” thereunto, as the ſelf ſame have done moſt 
® fatally to France and other countries. 


Never then can it be thought that the wiſe 
dom and accumulating experience of this na- 
tion will liſten to or ſuffer a man to impoſe 
upon her, whoſe perſuaſions and affertions 
are not only hoſtile in their tendency to the 
places of worſhip and foundations of piety in 

Italy, 
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How much more honourable and fuitable 
ight it have been to his purpole—if, inſtead 
of bewildering himſelf or others in a dark la- 
byrinth, he had pointed out from the trea- 


ſures of modern philoſophy in what manner 


! ſimilar prodigies to the Italian might be per- 


formed naturally here, let us ſuppoſe London, 
without the power of detedtion, though under 


* the cloſeſt and moſt rigorous examination, 


It will be doing more than ever yet was done 
for the public amuſement, as well as his own 
profit, But if, among the more enlightened 
philoſophers of this age, he can name one, 
who by the more ſecret powers of art or nature 
ſhall caule the preſent generation of our 
grand metropolis to leave all at once their evil 
ways and turn to good by the moſt convincing 
proofs of repentance and other marks of mo- 
ral and religious duties; ſhall make even the 
moſt abandoned and profane infidel, the mo- 
dern Arian, Deiſt, Atheiſt, and worſe than 
all, the Jacobin haranguers ſhut their mouths 
to iniquity, and (more wonderous than the 
moving eyes of images) open them now to 


the glory of God and his ſaints ; ſhall make 


C ſtreets, 
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ie exhiy 
form, an 
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| E 
Little daſhed with ſuch conſequences, he, 
as but to change his ground and fly to freſh; 
"defray eſources. Homer, it is well known, by a; 
Tt ang happy fiction exalied his heroes at the expence 
Such of the Gods. So heretofore this Reverend 
dow} Author vitified St. Bernard and his miracles, 
than to make his hero Abeillard appear at leaſt the 
eri. greater. It is highly improper, you will ſay, 
[Uate in the hiſtoric page; but it was to an{wer the, 
eed: fond purpoſe. Wonder not then; if now he 
t of deals more liberally in jells and taunts; if 
now he ſets his face againſt. the teſtimony, 
not of one, or of a few vouchers, but of whole 
towns. and cities, to reaſon thus away the late 
miraculous events in Italy. They are not in- 
deed on fo ſolid a foundation, as the mira- 
cles of St. Bernard (which claim a higher au- 
thority in. the more venerable opinion of the 
Church); but too ſtrong for his conceits to 
overturn. They are ſtubborn facts; they 
are related by reſpectable and well known 4n- 
dividuals. Such ſpecies therefore of argue 
ment cannot burt but himſelf. Much leſs 
can bis ſtiling the mediums or inſtruments 
oy nn * obviouſly mean” avaik his pur- 
C 2 poſe. 


( 16 ) 
poſe. As man or a ſubjeA he would not in. 
ſult the pictures or images of reſpectable pa- 
rents or of his king; why then, as a Chriſtian | 
and a Prieſt of the Lord, will he pafs ſuch | 
opprobious language, or tread more contemp- 
tuouſly on the emblems of any faint, of the } 
bleſſed Virgin, and of his Saviour? For what 
can be mean in the hands of God, when uſed [ 
as an inſtrument of his divine power or grace ? A 
* Did not God chuſe the illiterate to con- 
„found the wiſe ? and the weak to confound _ 
* the ſtrong ? and the contemptible things of 
* this world to deſt roy the proud therein?“ 

1 Cor. i. 27. Thus even aprons and hand- 
kerohiefs might cure his pride, which, barely 
applied to the body of St. Paul, healed after 
ſo many, I do not pretend to know, like 
Mr. Berington, the fecrets of the Almighty, 
when, where, or what miracles are improper ? 
But 1 can ſafely ſay—If ever there was-a 
time to confound ſcoffs and indignities delu- 
ged againſt Chriſt, his church, and his ſaints, 
it is in this ſelf- called enlightened, but indeed 
more impious age. Nor, with ſubmiſſion, 
can any means appear better calculated for 
2107 the 


( 7 ) 


' the purpoſe, than when inanimate creatures, 


like the ſeas and wind, become obediem to 


„him, ' and riſe up in judgment to condemn, 
| or, convince, or {convert mankind, before ſo 
exalted, now more blind to its, good, and. like, 
7 to ſenſeleſs creatures. Did not Chriſt in the 
more obſtinate days of Jewiſh infidelity ors 
dain a more “perfect praiſe. from the lips of 
2? <jnfants ?” and added after —* were theſe 
v even filent, the very ſtones: would proclaim 
me.“ Was it not allo to a firm faith, that 
he promiſed the power of removing moun- 
- tains? If then, without any other agent but 


himſelf, he is pleaſed io open and {hut the 
eyes of holy pictures or images; ſhall Mr. 
Berington be ſuffered to call it folly, and ſhue 
his own, while vainly attempting to contro 
vert real facts ſo ſtrongly and repeatedly. at- 
teſted. 

And becauſe be knows he cannot elude: 
their preſſing weight upon him, he now takes. 
upon himſelf to aſſert Let each fact be ever 
lo well proved, it is ** undefined in its objeR, 
and tending to deteriorate, not to improve 
* the moral ebaraQer of che human ſpecies.” 


1 3 P. 6, 
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P. 6, 22, 24. Was ever wan ſo fituated! 
Any extremes ate better“ inhis' cye, thin to] 
ſee the many lights truth in the middle would! 
force upon him ! Unable to cope with the re- 
ality of the prodigies, he pretends their unde- | 
finedneſs, and imagines their evil tendency. 
What! is not the Almighty to work any mi- 
racle, unleſs Mr. Berington, or ſome of his f 
caſt can tell us its meaning, or purport? May 
I here expoſtulate with him—ls this the phi- 
loſophy you have imbibed, or taught? Or 
are theſe your notions on the ways and de- F 
ſigns of divine wiſdom and power? Or did © 


you ever dare to broach ſuch from the pulpit ? 
St. Paul bowed down with awe before „the 
00 depth of God, his unſearchable ways, and 
* incomprehenſible judgments;” Even Bal- 
thazzar trembled, though he. underſtood not 
the meaning of the hand, or of the writing on 
the wall: and beeauſe he underſtood not, 
trembled more. Is there no ſecret monitor, 
that tells you within? 'Bluſh, vain mortal ! 
for ſuch arrogance of opinion; bluſh to ex- 
clude * the finger of God' from the prodi- 
gies, merely becauſe you cannot fathom their 


purport. 
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purport. Tremble much more for the bolder 
declaration, you have made, on © their perni- 
«cious tendency.” 

As a prieſt, you ought to have weighed well 
your words before, and, as a profefled criti- 
cal reader of the printed miraculous 
EVENTS, you ought to have gathered ſome- 
thing better from them. Every letter you 
have read breathes a very different ſpirit, and 
quite the reverſe to your given declaration. 


Believe me, Sir! there is a much deeper po- 


litician than all, one long trained in the 
knowledge, as well as the execution of evil, 
one more verſed in the means and tendencies 
thereunto; who, however he may highly ap- 
prove of your well known douttrines of oppo. 
fition and reſiſtance to the lawful powers of 
that church, you are reputed to follow, will 


never have to thank you for the important 


diſcovery of any evil tendency, you vaunt to 
have made, The devil knows too well the 
falſeneſs of your allegations, and to his, coſt. 


He hates all reconciliations of ſinners“ under 


« the powerful hand of God,” the multiply. 
ing fruits of penance and good works, ſerious 
amend. 


20 


amendments of the depraved and moſi wick. 
ed before, a greater frequentation of the la- 
craments by humble confeſſions and devout 
communions. -In a word, he hates whatever 
1s moſt like in its tendency to withdraw a 
people, a town ora city from its evil ways 
after the example of Niniveh. In the reſult 
of ſo much good to Italy, as atteſted from 
end to end throughout the letters, and: of fo 
much repentance, that never fails of giving 
Joy to God and his angels, was it poſſible for 
the mind of Mr. Berington to divine ſo much 
evil? or in the midſt of ſo many leading fea- 
tures of piety and virtue, how could he loſe 
fight of the object, as if undefined ? or aficr 
ſo many clouds of witneſſes” preſent and 
edified on the occaſion, bow could be dwell 
fo much on the evil tendency of the whole? 
What then muſt be the texture of a heart, 
which is not edified, but even ſcandalized 
amidſt ſuch moving and general ſcenes of 
piety and penance ! Such heretofore was that 
of the obturate Jews, who only watched che 
divine wotds and works of Chriſt; to miſre- 
190 (4; preſont 
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preſent or calumniate him more, nay to blaſ- 
pheme him after. ; 

Whatever becomes of the head or heart of 
Mr. Berington, the tenor of his writings and 
proceedings is no ways unlike. What can 
be more atrocious than to charge Roman Ca- 
tholics, with idolatrous worſhip ? and yet he, 
reputing himſelf a member of that commu- 
nion, has done it directly, or indirealy to 
many. Let us hear his own words, To a 


ſtated objection, that Catholics do not addreſs 


the image itſelf, but the holy Virgin for her 
interceſſion, he replies: „It is a vain ſubter- 
„ fuge. With inſtructed minds it would be 
* ſo; but not with the populace in the flreets 
« of Rome, or in the cathedral of Ancona, 
« who (as Mr. Berington will have it), there 
" is reaſon to fear, raiſed their eyes to their 
« images. with a veneration, as ſuperſtitious, 
« as did the Epheſians to the ſtatues of their 
« Diana.“ P. 25, 26. Such is the laſt miſe. 
rable ſhift, on which he hopes to rear his fur- 
ther mighty plans. But pray, who has re- 
vealed to him the minds and hearts of men? 
Is it the Almighty? I will acquit him'of that 


preſump-— 


the citizens in ach, hu 
d thouſands Joining with th 
Parts to do ge and glorif, 


ſoviſibh⸗ before the 


penan 
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above all has Mr. Berington ſlandered thus 
the lower ſtate in Italy; where to his certain 
knowledge the errors of proud philoſophers 
are ſure to be denounced and ſooneſt cruſh- 
ed; where of courſe no evil of public noto- 
riety can eſcape, as ſubjett to the more me- 
diate eye of the holy See? He can never ſay 
theſe people know not, there is but one God. 
Knowing that, how can they imagine another ? 
If he doubts in the leaft, let him or any one 
go, and tell the populace or people of Rome 
and Ancona (lo little inftrutted, as he tma- 
gines)—all your reſpett for images of the 
Virgin or Saints is exatlly-on a par with that 
of „the Epheſians to their ſtatues of Diana,” 
---they will ſoon convince him of daring fol- 
ly and impiety. A certain ſpecies of travel- 
lers tell us, I know, a number of ſtrange ſto- 
ries on this ſubject; but not one, as yet, will 
venture to make the above more rational ex- 
periment. For if theie people look, as he 
calumniates, on 1mages or pittures, as their 
Cods; like ſome idolatrous Jews of old, they 
will never be aſhamed to own them, as ſuch. 
The experiment is caly; and, if made ſucceſs. 


tully 
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fully by fome of his friends, well qualified for 
the purpoſe, it would be worth all the reams 
of paper he or any other ever wrote on ſuch 
matters. Till then, Sir! (the public may 
juſtly ſay) all the calumnies thrown ſo wan- 
tonly on the good people of Italy can have 
no weight on our eyes, but mult cover, as an 
immoveable beam, your own. 

With a little grain of refleAion how eaſily 
might Mr. Berington have ſhunned all this 
weighty and dreadful conſequence! It was 
only to have added---that, if there were any 
ſuch, as he deſcribes, among the people, they 
ceaſed thereby to be members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. But this, be knew too 
well, would blunt all his ſhafts, and defeat 
every other attack meditated more againſt 
their guides, the prieſthood and holy See, 
than againſt the people. As a paſtor, once 
entruſted with the care of fouls, but now for- 
bid by his biſhop to exerciſe that charge, he 
cannot but know, that every paſtor is bound 
to impugn not only every ſpecies of idolatry, 
but its every danger to his flock; to teach, 
that it is a moſt deteſtable crime, and that 

con- 


B e 


G 25 } 


for Þ conſequently he, who yields thereunto, is ac- 
ims @® curſed. He knows all this to be the truth, 
ich but loſt ſight thereof to involve, if poſſible, 
ay Þ both people and clergy in one common mals 
n- olf gilt. It is for this he trumps forth the 
ve efforts of his * enlightened men,” ſuch as 
in Leopold and certain temporizing biſhops in 

* Tuſcany: he tells us their efforts © were op- 
y ! © poſed by a party intereſted in the perpe- 
s N « tuation of (ſuppoled) abules (of courle the 
? © clergy), who excited the people in defence 
« of their favourite relics and pictures.“ 
j P. 23. But what was the real truth? It was 
a mere pretence of abules, calculated for jiu- 
novations in religion firſt, and for ſacrilegious 
avarice and rapine after. Time and a ſuc- 
ceſſion of dire events in Brabant, Flanders, 
&c. under the Imperial Joſeph, led on by 
ſimilar dottrines and principles, have proved 
it too much, as well as in Tuſcany, Even 
France itſelf had never loſt its religion, but 
for innovating prieſts. Why then will he 
look up fo much to ee, and reward all their 
oppolers even now, that is, the grand body 
of the cathalic church, as a rART Y It is, be- 


D | cauſe 


» eee ewes 


6 26) 


cauſe his pride will not permit him, as yet, to 
ſtoop to the formal condemnation of all their un- 
juſtifiable attempts in tat of the biſhop and 
ſynod of Piſtoia by a well k:own brief of his 
Holineſs, and iſſued in 1794. Such a brief un- 
ravels all at once the myſtery, but was paſt 
over, as it bears ſo much againſt himſelf, his 
doQrines and abettors. The church of God 
can never want for champions againſt abuſes 
or errors; but will never recur to ſuch, who 
mend not their own. If ever he wiſhes to 
handle a ſubject of this nature with more pro- 


priety, he need but turn over the Roman 


Catholic Catechiſm ; or, if he has not one at 
hand, any child, or old woman, knowing little 
beyond, will tell him We pray not to images 
or ſtatues; we addreſs indeed the ſaints, but 
in a very different manner to what we ad- 
dreſs God. To the former, as his ſpecial 
friends and creatures, we lay; Pray for us. 
To the latter, as the giver of all good giftc, 
we ſay; Have mercy on us. But when thus 
addreſſing the ſaints, it is ever through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, without which neither 
our prayers, nor theirs for us can ayail. 

| But 
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But think not he is willing to reft here. 
Scoffs and jeſts were not enough; nor will 
the charges of ſuperſtition or idolatry ſuffice 
him: there remains. yet the climax of guilt to 
be charged no leſs on all ditetily or indirealy. 
To introduce it more forcibly this reverend 
ſcoffer at St. Bernard and hi miracles, though 
baflled ever ſo much hitherto, has the unpa- 
ralleled boldneſs to aſſert, that to admit the 
reality of the prodigies, as related, would be 
* to maintain, that the Deity can patroniſe 
* ſuperſtition;” and immediately adds 
* had I been at Ancona, or at Rome, when 
the reported prodigies were performed, and 
* all my ſenſes, with the cleareſt evidence, 
« had atteſted their reality, I muſt bave re— 
« jeaed it—or have ſubſcribed to a blaſphe- 
„ my.” Can there be a blac ker imputation 
than this againſt all, who have ſubſcribed to 
it in heart or hand or equivalently here, elſe- 
where abroad, and more particularly in fo 
many towns and cities in Italy? But to our 
and their comfort be it ſaid: our Saviour was 
more than once charged with blaſphemies, 
and breaches of the divine law by ſome more 
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it. And if be, that 


mind,” 
as Otherwiſe It is 
Deity can Patronize 
© apollles ceaſe from 
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miracles, becauſe miſtaken for Gods, by ſome? 
Were not all the miracles of Chriſt and of his 
croſs a ſtumbling-block of ſcandal or folly to 
many. All this he forefſaw, yet ceaſed not 
from. For as the heavens are exalted above 
the earth, fo are his thoughts, and his ways 
above ours. What more abuſed, or milre- 
preſented than the written word of God? and. 
yet will you ſay---it had better not have 
been? Did not Chriſt foreſee all the outrages, 
and indignities to follow, while inſtituting the 
ſacriſice of the altar==-that it would be an ob- 
ject of the greateſt ſcandal, and a handle for 
many future reformers to declare, that the 


whole world was thereby throughout ſeveral 


ages drowned in abominable idolatry ? Yet 
not for this did his love ceaſe then to work 
the greateſt of all miracles by giving us him- 
ſelf; nor will ever ceaſe doing in the ſelf 
ſame manner by his miniltry till time is no- 
more. CD | 
It was for this—* The Lord has ſworn, 
and it ſhall not repent him” io have fulfil- 
led, as then and only till then, the inſtitution 


and eſtabliſhment of a prieſthood « for ever 


D 3 « accord. 


- -- ga 
2 — —ñ — 
. 


1 


according to the order of Melchiſedeck.“ 
Heb. vii. 17, 21. All this you know, Sir! 
Say then Are your reaſonings on the imput- 
ed blaſphemy better than the ſtumbling- blocks 
of the Jews or Gentiles! Moſt aſſuredly they 
are not, The, Church knows beſt her own 
marks and bounds : ſhe ever has condemned 
ſuperſtition and idolatry ; but needs not you 
to define one or the other for her. The truth 


is this—lIt is your misfortune to ſet off with 


falſe aſſumptions, and to make worſe inferen- 
ces after, Without proof you ſuppoſe the 
evil tendency of the atteſted miracles. Your 
firſt attempt ſhould be to ſhew that there is 
fomething in the nature of piQtures and ima- 
ges of ſaints to give them an evil. tendency. 
Can you ſhew any? Impoflible. The world 
knows too well the evi] tendency of licentious 
prints, and obſcene pictures; but would bluſh 
to imagine with you the fame on the portraits 
of holy perſons. If then their expreſs pur- 
pole is unto good, can they be unfit inſtru- 
ments, or “ fo unworthy (as you pretend) of 
* the great Author of nature?” If of old 
the ſimple touch of the bones of a dead man 
X raiſed 


tl 


hut 
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raiſed to liſe the body of another dead man, 
thrown by chance into the ſepulchre of Eli 
zus; if even the ſhadow of a man could heal 
in an inſtant all coming thereunto, as in the 
cale of St, Peter; ſhall not God, if he plea- 
ſes, when he pleaſes, and for whatever end 
he pleales, ſhall not he command the eyes of 
holy pictures and images to move? ls it for 
you to tell us—it is highly improper or un— 
worthy of him? or are you © hardy enough 


© to maintain” before him, that, if done, its 


whole tendency would be to © patroniſe {u- 
«« peritition.”” So you aver in dirett terms: 
I record them with horror-—“ It is not poſſi- 
« ble to evade the evidence of this inference.” 
p. 27. Repentance only can efface the 
hand- writing againſt you, | 

It is in vain, that you ſcreen yourſelf un- 
der image-worſhip or its ſuppoſed abuſes, it 
is but deceiving yourſelf or others to dwell 
thereon, You chuſe not to define either, or 
to ſeparate one from the other. It would un- 
binge your wbole plan. Had you given us a 
marked diſtindion between what is holy and 
us abuſe, between the allowed reſpett io holy 
| images 
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images or pictures and a ſuperſtitious miſap- 
plication thereof, between the ſantion God 
has given, and that, which he can never give; 
you muſt have ſpoken the language of your 
injured Mother, the Church, all which, more 
eſpecially in the days of the Iconoclaſts, and 
fince, ſhe has moſt clearly defined. Theſe 
ſources of better information you with-held 
from the Public, and why ?——but to throw 
more duſt in their eyes, and to make them 
Iwallow all the calumnies ſcattered in your 
writings. Without ſuch arts your many infi- 
nuations, or aſſertions, or imputations of fraud, 
of hypocriſy, of ſuperſtition, of idolatry and 
blaſphemy, againſt all deſcriptions and wor- 
thieſt of perſons, could never have made 
their appearance. 

If now I have ſaid too mich to him or on 
him, let the Public judge from the ſequel. 
After aſſerting the Pope © with-holding his 
* own preſence from ſthe ſcene of prodigies, 
«© and not willing to behold””; after ſtating 
—he “only feeds the public enthuſiaſm by 
„ direQting ſermons to be fpreached....in 
« this he acts with wiſdom, ſtill encouraging 

5 “a be- 
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« a belief, that tends to animate the people,“ 
The author adds—* I impute no unworthy 
« views to Pius VI.. .. and if while bis ſub- 
« jeAs are deranged, he makes uſe of their 
« folly to effect their greater good, he mult be 
„ abſolved in the ſeverelt ſchool of caſuiſtry, 
« while that of political prudence will ap- 
« plaud him.” p. 21. It demands all our 
patience to put up with ſuch bare-faced falſe- 
hoods or abſurdities from Mr. Berington, 


He knows all the vile he cannot produce a 


ſingle record here on the Pope, excepting on- 


ly his ordering © the ſermons and procel- 


« ſions. But who can endure his horrid 
medley of caſuiſtry and policy? Was ever a 
Machiavel more deteſtable? By pretending 


to * impute no nnworthy views to Pius VI,“ 
Mr. Berington may poſſibly think to ſave 


ſome appearance of moderation, to ſhew ſome 


mercy at leaſt for one, But und.r its falſe 


garb it will ſoon appear, he vents more and 
worſe againſt ox E, than againſt all; and, like 
the ſnake in the graſs, levels a melt deadly 
{lroke at his Holineſs. All the author has ad- 
vanccd, or aſſerted hitherto will ſoon prove 

it 
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it to you. I have only to put a few queſtions 
to him. ; 
Have you not already Sir! charged what. 


ever elſe is moſt reſpeQable in Rome and 
eliewhere, directly or indiredly, with fraud, 
ſuperſtition, idolatry and blaſphemy ? Now 
can all this public and general tendency 
thereunto be hidden, or unknown to his Ho. 
lineſs? It is not in the nature of human rca- 
ſon to form the ſurmiſe: and impoſſible for 
him, who is ever the eye and guide of all, 


Even your own account pre- ſuppoſes a know- 
ledge of all the leading circumſtances. You 


praiſe his © wiſdom”, which “only ſeeds the 
* public enthuſiaſm.” You extol his © {till 
«« encouraging a belief that tends to animate 


| by the people:*” You hold him forth as a fuſt 
rate politician for © availing himſelf of their 


« convictions,” and becauſe © he makes uſe of 
their folly!” And can all this be done without 
making the common Father of the Faithful 
more guilty than all? Can he thus counte— 
nance your alledged fraud, ſuperflition, ido- 


| latry and blaſphemy ? Can he paſs all off for 


mere“ lh“, as you do? You know well 
Sir! 


1 


Sir! there are nine ways of participation in 
the guilt of others; what then mult be the 
abyſs of his enormities by your own ſtatement! 
If every paſtor and every biſhop is bound to 


ions 


hat. 


and 


* Ing oppoſe riſing errors and evil practices: how 
much more is his Holineſs bound thereunto ; 
Pg and eſpecially when the errors and vices, you 

4 deſcribe, are ſo public, fo extenhve and enor- 
Fg mous? And yet your © ſevereſt ſchool of mo- 
ite dern caſuiſtry?', your © political prudence” 
2 not only hold him“ abfolved””, but“ will ap- 
£ plaud him.“. But if ſuch is your hug of ap- 


plauſe or ſpecial fancied mercy to him ; what 
muſt be the gripe of your enmity to all be. 
ſides! Often have I read or heard of Bering- 
ton verſus Berington, more elpecially in the 
publications of the Rev. Mefir-, Plowden and 
Milner, but never till now was there an in- 
ſtance beyond ruis in its magnitude or con- 
ſequence. Even France itſelf can never ſay * 
worſe things of his Holineſs. All orders, 
ranks and deſcriptions of perſons bluſh here 
for you: how much better, when you can do 
as much for yourſelf! Never Sir! never can 
you extricate youtrſelf from ſuch a mire of 
contra- 


(- 86) 
contradiction and falſe imputations, till you 
declare to the world -The whole charge was 
my own invention; and, as I ſet forth with 
wrong principles and falſe aſſertions at firſt, 
I was hard diiven to ſupport them by more 
after, —Nor imagine any repentance will do 
before God, if you are unwilling to retratt 
before man. The call is preſſing; and you 
ſtand arraigned before both. 

But what hopes can the aggrieved Public, 
the good and worthy, form of ſuch a retrac- 
tation; when it is well known, that all along, 
even to this day, and in lpite of all the ſevere 
warnings of anarchy before him, he is {lying 
in the face of his own biſhop; nor only of 
him, but in that of Pius VI. Long ſince has 
the ſupreme acknowledged Head and Paſtor 
of all ſpoken to his flock by brief, as noticed 
. before, or made known his further will by 
repeated and ſanctioned letters here, but in 
vain to Mr, Berington. He is unwilling to 
hear the voice of the appointed ſhepherd, 
becauſe he 15 unwilling to renounce the doc- 
trines, he has taught, ſo adverſe to the above. 
Such is the man, who has ſtept forth at va- 


rious 
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rious times to miflead not only his own ͤbre— 
thren, but ſtill more the Public on the pre- 
ſent occaſion! Such the man, whom no com- 
munity, no eſtabliſhment, religious or poli- 
tical, will or can truſt in their firſt concerns, 
while thus or equivalently determined to ac 
in oppoſition to their principles! Such in fine 
is the man, who announces to you his com- 
ing forth in a new ſhape with his H:ftory of 
the Riſe, the Progreſs and the Decline of the 
Papal power ! By the many ſpecimens now 
before you of abuſe, of falſehood and calum- 
ny, and to be met with in nearly all his former 
publications, you may ealily gueſs, that the 
ſame arts and inventions, he has prattiled ſo 
unſucceſsfully hitherto on the public mind, 
will be obtruded not leſs in his future, If 
therein he dwells on earthly power ; he will 
dwell on nothing to the purpoſe. But if he 
confines himſelf to the only proper queſtion 


on Divine Power, as committed to one and to 
be continued to one; not he or the whole 


world can overturn an atom of it, A deeper 
politician than either has been long at it theſe 
eighteen hundred years nearly, but in vain. 

E As 


1 


As ſuch the Divine Word has marked him 
out repeatedly to all. He may bark, he may 
roar mighuly, as at preſent, but no more than 
Mr. Berington, can he prevail againſt the 
Church or its Rock, as eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, 
The Arch- fiend never proved himiſelf ſuch a 
bungler, as Mr. Berington, It was reſerved 
ſor tbe latter to applaud bis Holineſs's wiſdom 
and condutt, and to ſtab it at the ſame time. 
Lo! allo again, and with the ſame breath, he 


is ready to declare war and enmity againſt 


Pius VI. even while aſſuring the world, be 
(the Pope) has“ no unworthy views”, but the 
«< greater good of his ſubjeas”, and has no- 
thing ſo much in view, as “to draw them on 
« to a reform of life, and to the practice of 
« religious duties.” Such is the mighty plan 
of the author to lead aſtray, if poſſible, my 
worthy countrymen! It is to appear in five 
volumes: but can all the volumes of the world 
do away his paſt and preſent contradiftians ? 
It will be of little account now to natice 
his ſcattered.incidentals, ſuch as © the impru- 
« denceof the editors” —ſuſpicions with re- 
ſpett to the tranflators—all in his own eye— 
* apathy 
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1 apathy of his Holineſs,“ while every given 
record expreſſes his joy at ſirſt, and implies it 
more after from the whole tenor of his con- 
duct on the occahon—or that he © did not ſee 
* or would not ſee the prodigies”.— Theſe 
bare aſſertions require no further notice. 

But how can I pals over his bale calumny 
on the French [eluits, and fill baſer miſte- 
preſentation of ons © of their ſociety, who 
« died ar Toulouſe'“ about the time Italy re- 
founded with the miracles of Labre. The 
death of both, as well as their lives, breathed 
the odour of ſanflity. The citizens and par- 
liament of Toulouſe have left everlaſting re- 
5, Cords for the former. Such was their joint 
reſpett for his holy remains, their earneſt with 
to remain his body in the Church, that their 
own ad, prohibiting burial there, was revet- 
fed by a ſpecial decree in his favour, He is 
well known among them under the name of 
Father Séërane. As for his being a Thau- 
maturgus, or even worker of any miracles 
that only exiſts in the head of Mr. Bering- 
ton; who may fit down aſſured of the above 
particulars, as I. am authoriſed to ſtate them 
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by an intimate and reſpectable acquaintance 
of Serane, Who, but this ſon of Voltaire, 
could have hatched his own counterfeit mira- 
cles for the above holy perſon ; and expre/sly to 
combat and overturn the real miracles of ano- 
ther? Much leſs can I pals over the contemp- 
tuous treatment this rich man in his own con- 
ce it, has thrown on the holy Lazarus of this 
century, I mean, the Venerable Labre, whoſe 
hfe the ſenſeleſs eſteemed as folly and his end 
without honour, but whole lot is with the ſaints, 
as God was pleaſed to honour him with ever 
ſo many atteſted miracles at Rome and elſe- 
where after his death. Italy ſaw, rejoiced to 
fee, and owned the hand of God no leſs then, 
than in 1796. It is now the fifteenth year 
ſince the public teſtimony of Italy, on the 
miracles of the Venerable Labre came forth, 
and {till ſubſiſts unſhaken. To deſtroy the 
whole weight of her teſtimony at once, be- 
hold his hear-ſay or abler invention makes 
out, as Voltaire would have done, a ridicu- 
Jous account of Labre “ in the procels of his 
„ canonization;” and to ſupport it the bet- 
ter, appeals in a very deceitful manner to a 
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moft ref edable charatter. Had the author 


given us the well knwn anſwers during the 
proceſs, he would bluſh at his own ridicule, 


that has no other ground but his own baſe 


miſrepreſentation. The real account, ſo far 
from injuring,does the higheſt honor to Labre. 

To. conclude now on the whole—Can 
any one living imagine, or will poſterity be- 
leve, that Mr. Berington has the aſſurance 
to tell the world, that whatever he has written 
or ſaid on the ſubje& from end to end was for 
the cauſe of God and of his Church. It is a 
declaration given under his own hand, more 
than once. But a hand—that ought to have 


withered, while offering uch incenſe at the 


throne of the All-ſecing Majeſty of God. 
In what manner executed you have read, or 
heard with horror. Thus Herod talked of 
going to adore the Infant, but it was to kill 
him; thus Judas advanced to kiſs his Lord 
and Maſter, but it was to betray him ; thus, 
in fine, the Phariſees “ came in ſheeps cloath- 
* ing, but were within ravenous wolves”. 
So alſo are the p:ous motives of this impoſing 
writer found 10 go forth ſeeking whom to de- 


our 
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vour among you: ſuch no lefs,%as ſhewn, were 
the hugs of applauſe or kiſſes of peace ten- 
dered by him to his Holineſs: in a word, if 
we may judge of a tree by its fruits, to defend 
the cauſe of God and religion was with him 
to diſguiſe or ſtab it. But what need have we 
of parallel caſes or of further witneſſes ? 

What remains but to leave the final deci- 
ſion on the whole to my worthy country- 
men? It was therefore I addrelted you. And, 
if the innocent are to be protected, if evil and 
deceit are to be repelled or puniſhed, what 
other can your deciſion be, than Let every 
falſe charge, Mr. Berington! be on thy own 
head! and, as we“ may with confidence pro- 
„ nounce” all thy proceedings againſt the 
innocent tv be © obviouſly mean” thy ſtate- 
ments moſtly “ undefined” to puzzle or de- 
ceive the more thy whole plan © tending 
* to deteriozate, not to improve the moral 
« charatter of the human ſpecies,” to blacken 
more than to exalt religion and its miniſtry ; 
ſince ſuch thy guilt—canſt thou expect lenity 
or mercy at cur hands? Or can it be a won- 
der to hear the . Judge ſaying unto 
thee, 
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thee, as in the caſe of the unfaithful ſervant, 
before God and man“ Ex [ore tuo te judi- 
* co, Serve Nequam!”* It is from thine own 
mouth, Wicked Servant! that I condemn 
thee, 


Milton, Be, It, 
Dec. 2, 1796. 


| 


— —_— cum — 7 


OY 


. 


% * 
3 
7 


